
English (Graduate)
Our Master of Arts in English program provides study and training to anyone 
interested in advancing their current professional career or starting a new one. The MA 
program is fully online, allowing students who work full time or live away from campus to 
pursue the graduate degree. 

Our Mission: As scholars, students, and teachers, we strive to be engaged, 
compassionate, curious learners and to engender the same passion in every student 
we teach. The critical study of texts, languages, and textual production is vital for our 
development as critical thinkers, effective communicators, and thoughtful community 
members. As a department, we offer these interdisciplinary experiences in diverse but 
complementary areas of study.

Graduate concentrations are available in 
Folklife and Southern Culture 
Generalist
Literature
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
Writing & Linguistics

Graduate assistantships provide professional development opportunities for qualified 
students. The student works with a department faculty mentor and contributes to the 
department’s educational mission in a variety of ways. While completing a MA in English, 
graduate assistants also teach, with faculty supervision, a semester-long composition class. 

Internships for credit are available. Students apply the principles learned in the 
graduate program to the real-world workplace. The student chooses the career field and 
organization for the internship, and our department assists with placement, pre-internship 
orientation, and on-campus supervision of the internship experience. Students who 
complete successfully a supervised internship receive many benefits, including advanced 
training and experience, professional connections and work recommendations useful for 
future jobs, and a great entry for your resume!

Job Readiness
Graduate degrees in the Department of English, Foreign Languages, and Cultural Studies 
prepare students for a wide range of careers. Our alumni have gone on to work in 
training and communications at multinational corporations, work as editors at major 
publishing houses, become lawyers, and teach at the high school and college level. Our 
MA in English graduates have been accepted into a wide variety of advanced 
professional and graduate programs; recent acceptances include the University of 
Alabama, the University of Louisiana-Lafayette, Oklahoma State University, the 
University of Victoria (New Zealand), and the University of Southern California.
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Northwestern State University is accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission 
on Colleges to award associate, baccalaureate, masters, 
specialists, and doctorate degrees. Contact the 
Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, 
Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions 
about the accreditation of Northwestern State University.

Northwestern State University does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, gender, religion, sexual ori-
entation, national origin, disability, genetic informa-
tion, age, pregnancy or parenting status, and veteran 
or retirement status in its programs and activities and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other des-
ignated youth groups.  The following individuals have 
been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-dis-
crimination policies (i.e., Title IX): Employees/Potential 
Employees – Veronica M. Biscoe, EEO Officer (318-357-
6359) and  Students – Frances Conine, Dean of Students 
(318-357-5286).  For Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) concerns, contact the Disability Support Director 
at 318-357-4460.  Additionally, Northwestern complies 
with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security 
Policy & Campus Crime Statistics Act. Information about 
NSU’s campus security and crime statistics can be found 
at http://universitypolice.nsula.edu/annual-security-re-
port/.  Full disclosure statement:  http://universityplan-
ning.nsula.edu/notice-of-non-discrimination.

Applications: 
Graduate School 
138 Caspari Hall
175 Sam Sibley Drive 
Natchitoches, LA 71497
318.357.5851
800.232.9892
graduateschool.nsula.edu

Recruiting:  
University Recruiting 
Student Services Center 
175 Sam Sibley Drive 
Natchitoches, LA 71497
318.357.4503
800.327.1903
nsula.edu/recruiting

Contact:
Dr. J. Ereck Jarvis 
Graduate Studies 
Coordinator
314-I Kyser Hall 
Natchitoches, LA 71497
318.357.5586
jarvisj@nsula.edu

Study Abroad!
Immerse yourself in a different culture while pursuing your degree at NSU. Study abroad 
with us in France, Mexico, or Spain! All coursework is in English, so while knowledge of 
French or Spanish is certainly helpful, it is not required. All NSU financial aid applies to any 
study abroad program, and you can continue to take NSU courses online. You can study 
abroad for a semester, a year, or join our month-long program during the summer.

Graduate Faculty

Admission Requirements
See the current university catalog or visit our department web site at http://english.nsula.edu/.

Abney, Lisa. Ph.D., University of Houston 

Berberyan, Lilly. Ph.D., University of North 
   Carolina – Greensboro 

Briseño, Andy. Ph.D., University of North Texas 

Enoch, Jennifer. Ph.D., Florida State University 

Jarvis, J. Ereck. Ph.D., University of Wisconsin 

Macijeski, Rebecca. Ph.D., University of Nebraska

McFarland, Sarah. Ph.D., University of Oregon

Mischler, Jim. Ph.D., Oklahoma State University

Rasmussen, Shane. Ph.D., University of Louisiana

Reynolds, Thomas. Ph.D., University of Louisiana

Rittmayer, Allison. Ph.D., University of Florida
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