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As scholars, students, and teachers, we strive to be engaged, compassionate, curious learners
and to engender the same passion in every student we teach. The critical study of texts,
languages, and textual production is vital for our development as critical thinkers, effective
communicators, and thoughtful community members. As a department, we offer these
interdisciplinary experiences in diverse but complementary areas of study.

As scholars of literature, we cultivate comprehension and analysis of texts through evidence-
based communication to acknowledge the integral operation of discourse, its forms, and its
circulation inherent in all cultures.

As scholars of film and media, we prepare students to interpret and create a range of
audiovisual texts through an understanding of the moving image as a form of creative
expression, a global commodity, and a culturally situated work.

As professional writers and scholars of rhetoric, composition, and linguistics, we explore the
theory and practice of using language in order to prepare composers to clearly and effectively
articulate and support arguments for diverse purposes, contexts, and audiences and to instruct
others to do the same.

As creative writers, we build communities where we nurture students as they discover and hone
their expressive voices and personal aesthetics through experimentation in style, genre, and
form.

As language and TESOL scholars, we bridge cultures through the study of world languages
and cultures to expand our horizons, foster understanding of each other, better understand our
own languages and cultures, and prepare culturally competent instructors to teach languages
effectively.

As folklorists and scholars of cultural studies, we prepare students to document, analyze, and
sustain cultural practices and products and provide students with the opportunity to engage with
the folk and their lore through ethnographic study, allowing us to examine the dynamics

of identity formation, cultural production, exchange, and consumption, and the negotiations these
acts entail.

As scholars at Northwestern State University, each faculty and staff member of the
Department of English, Foreign Languages, and Cultural Studies is committed to helping our
students and each other become effective composers of texts, critical consumers of texts, and
responsible members of physical and digital spaces who exchange knowledge locally, nationally,
and globally.
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